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Fig. 1. Graph illustrating trends pertaining to imported foods in Korea (1999-2016) ®)
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Table 1. Changes to regulations following the implementation of PLS in Korea

TP I ARSIBER T 3

(10)

Before introduction of PLS

After introduction of PLS

Established Enforce established MRLs

Enforce established MRLs (i.e. no change

from before the implementation of PLS)

Not established 1.

ing crop groupings).

Enforce the CODEX standards for the
particular agricultural product (exclud-

Enforce the uniform level of 0.01 mg/kg
or less.

2. Enforce the lowest of the standards set

for similar agricultural products.

3. Enforce the lowest limit set for the

pesticide.
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Table 2. Classification of nuts and seeds and assorted tropical fruits in Korea

Large classification Small classification

Commodity

Tree nuts and oilseeds Peanuts and tree nuts

Peanut ({£4F), chestnut (2E-F-), walnut (AEk),

(B SRR (fE4E R ER L) gingko nut (#{=5), pine nut (A1),
almond (#17), pecan (SEMMEABK), cashews (JELR),
hazelnut (1£52), macadamia (BEIMEARE),
pistachio (FH.[25R), acorn (¥), etc.
Oilseeds Sesame (:ZJiifi), cotton seeds (FEfF),
GHFFER) sunflower (Z8{E(fF)), canola seeds (JHZZFT),
palm (E2f#), olive (FiiE), safflower (FLE(FT)),
etc.
Seeds for beverages and  Coffee beans (IIEET), cacao beans (F] H] ),
sweets cola nuts (FJ#%5), guarana
(BRR st R EYIfE 1)
Fruits Tropical fruits Banana (%), pineapple (JBIZY), kiwifruit (BFFEHR),
(K 55H) (B K L) avocado (Fg%Y), papaya (ARJI), date palm (#Z2),

mango (T=5), guava (F54HE), coconut (1),
lychee (#54%), longan (FEHR), etc.
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Introduction to the Positive List System of
Pesticide Residues in Korea

Hui-Yuan Cheng', Shu-Han Yang', Chich-Han Pu', Tsyr-Horng Shyu'"

Abstract

Cheng, H. Y., Yang, S. H., Pu, C. H., and Shyu, T. H. 2018. Introduction to the positive list
system of pesticide residues in Korea. Taiwan Pestic. Sci. 5: 1-11.

In 2015, the Ministry of Food and Drug Safety (MFDS) in Korea announced the Positive
List System (PLS) of pesticide residues, which was approved by Congress. Under the PLS,
the “Uniform level” rule (0.01 mg/kg or less) applies to all pesticides except for pesticides
whose maximum residue levels (MRLs) are set in Korea. The implementation of this system
involves two phases. The first phase, which began on December 31, 2016, enforces MRL
pertaining to tropical fruits and nut seeds. The second phase, which began on January 1,
2019, enforces MRLs pertaining to all agricultural products. This article (1) introduces the
background of the PLS developed in Korea, (2) describes domestic and foreign activities
which support PLS, and (3) outlines the requirements for establishing tolerances of pesticide
residues. In addition, we provide suggestions for the Taiwan MRL system, as a reference

for industry, government, and academia.

Key words: Korea, PLS, pesticide residue, MRL, exported agricultural product
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