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ABSTRACT

L, S, Leu and C. C. Su. 1998. Occurrence énd control of pear decline disease.
(Taiwan Agricultural Chemicals and Toxic Substances Research Institute)

New pear disease characterized by red leaf has been discovered at 13K, around
borderarea of Tungsh and Hopin in central Taiwan. About 80 ha pear orchards have
been infested. Red leaf appears in mid-to late-April and kept red color until earlier
drop of the leaves in early winter. Affected trees finally died usually within 2-3
years, and in acute case (2% of the diseased trees) within that year. The disease is
probably induced by Mycoplasma-like organism (PCR-detected), and considered to be
pear decline. Suspected vector, Psylla gianli was first discovered and recorded by
Chou and Fang. Roguing diseased plants, spraying insecticides to control Psylla,
infusing tetracycline and amendments of 150-200kg organic matters per tree have

been recommended to curb the disease with very promise results.

Key words: pear decline disease, mycoplasma-like organismn.





